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“In the last decade there has been an upsurge of concern with issues about men
and boys. In the public realm there have been social movements focused on the
reform or restoration of masculinity. In education there has been much tatk of boys'
“failure” in school and the need for special programs for boys (Connell 1996, Gilbert
and Gilbert 1998). In health there has been increasing debate about men's heaith and
iflness (Sabo and Gordon 1993, Schofield et al. 2000}. A popular therapeutic
movement addresses men's problems in retationships, sexuality and identity. In a way
this is surprising, because men remain the principal holders of economic and pelitical
power. Men make up a large majority of corporate executives, top professicnals, and
holders of public office. Worldwide, men held 93% of cabinet-level posts in 1996, and
most top positions in international agencies (Gieryez 1999). Men continue to centrol
most technology and most weaponry; with only limited exceptions it is men who staff
and control the agencies of force such as armies, police and judicial systems.

This used to be thought "natural”, either prescribed by God or a consequence of
biology. Essentialist views of gender are still popular, and are constantly reinforced in
the media. However they are increasingly under challenge, not only in biology
{Fausto-Sterling 1992), but also in everyday life. The rise of the women's liberation
movement, and the many feminisms that have followed on from it, produced a
massive disturbance in the gender system and people's assumptions about gender.
(Juestions about men are inevitabie, once this disturbance began, because gender is a
living system of social interactions, not a stack of watertight boxes. What affects the
social position of women and girls must also affect the social position of men and
boys. Large numbers of men now acknowledge that their position is under challenge,
that what they once took for granted about must be re-thought, They may or may not
like it, but they cannot ignore it.”

#HWHE L W.Connell {University of Sydney). Speech given at the Clark Lecture, Department of
Socielogy, University of Kansas, |9 September 2004,




