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A paradigm consists of the “orienting assumptions and conceptual
frameworks which are basic to a discipline”...I want to emphasize two of
these: First, a paradigm includes the central questions of a discipline and the
concepts used to pose, think about, and answer those questions. Second, a
paradigm can also be defined as the model for the critical investigation or
experiment that illustrates to students and others how to do “science.”
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A new paradigm would mean, then, a new methodical-epistemological
approach and a new or altered conceptual framework depicting the empirical
world. A new conceptual paradigm would encompass, probably redefine, at
least some of the questions dealt with in the old paradigm; it would provide
more adequate accounts of the phenomena covered by the old paradigm as
well as including ways of understanding issues that were not dealt with in the
old mode of thought. Thus, as Stacey and Thorne recognize (1985, p.311),a
gendered paradigm would provide a better understanding than we now have of,
for example, class structure, the state, social revolution, and militarism, as well
as a better understanding of sex segregation of labor, male dominance in the
family, and sexual violence. A new feminist paradigm would place women and
their lives, and gender, in a central place in understanding social relations as a
whole. Such paradigm would not only pose new questions about women and
gender but also help to create a more complex and adequate account of
industrial, capitalist society. A feminist paradigm would also contain a
methodology that produces knowledge for rather that of women in their many

varieties and situations (see, e.g. Harding 1987).

HHBE © Acker, J.(1989) Making gender visible. in R. Wallace (Ed.), Feminism
and sociological theory (pp.66-67). Newbury Park, CA: SAGE.
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