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Part One:
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“The Two Learned Men” (from Kahlil Gibran’s The Madman)

Once there lived in the ancient city of Afkar two learned men who hated
and belittled each other's learning. For one of them denied the existence of the
gods and the other was a believer.

One day the two met in the marketplace, and amidst their followers they
began to dispute and to argue about the existence or the non-existence of the
gods. And after hours of contention they parted.

That evening the unbeliever went to the temple and prostrated himself
before the altar and prayed the gods to forgive his wayward past.

And the same hour the other learned man, he who had upheld the gods,

burned his sacred books. For he had become an unbeliever.
2. FRFLA N EEERER AL - (25%)

Jack: Well, I won’t argue about the matter. You always want to argue about
things.

Algernon: That is exactly what things were originally made for.

Jack: Upon my word, if I thought that, I’d shoot myself . You don’t think there
is any chance of Gwendolen becoming like her mother in about a hundred
and fifty years, do you, Algy?

Algernon: All women become like their mothers. That is their tragedy. No
man does. That’s his.

Jack: Is that clever?

Algernon: It is perfectly phrased! and quite as true as any observation in
civilised life should be.

Jack: Iam sick to death of cleverness. Everybody is clever nowadays. You
can’t go anywhere without meeting clever people. The thing has become
an absolute public nuisance. I wish to goodness we had a few fools left.

Algernon: We have.

Jack: [should extremely like to meet them. What do they talk about?

Algernon: The fools? Oh! about the clever people, of course.
14
Jack: What fools! i
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